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MESSAGE FROM THE ECDC STAFF
“Even the smallest act of caring for another person is like a drop of water- it will
make ripples throughout the entire pond.” -Anonymous
Staten Island University Hospital
242 Mason Avenue – 1st Floor
Staten Island, New York 10305
PHONE (718) 226-6670
FAX (718) 226-6385

Summer, along with the beautiful weather offers us all an opportunity to do things differently from the rest
of the busier time of the year. It is a time to be outdoors with our children and take advantage of the warmer
weather as we head to the pool, beach, or park. It is filled with endless possibilities for learning activities
and fun. Remember, our youngest children “learn through play”! It is also a good time to prepare your
child for a new program or school come the fall.
We wish you all a happy and safe summer!
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The Early Childhood
Direction Center
In addition to providing confidential
information and referrals on infant
and preschool programs and
services, we link families to respite
and recreation programs, support
groups, counseling, medical services
and financial support.
We also provide ongoing community
training programs to both parents
and professionals. Contact our
office to tailor a workshop to your
unique needs.
S.I. ECDC is funded by The Office of
Special Education of the New York
State Education Department
(NYSED) and locally sponsored by
Staten Island University Hospital,
Northwell Health.
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GET OUTSIDE AND PLAY!
“Playing should be fun! In our great eagerness to teach our children we studiously look for ‘educational’
toys, games with built-in-lessons, books with a ‘message’. Often these ‘tools’ are less interesting and
stimulating than the child’s natural curiosity and playfulness. Play is by its very nature educational. And it
should be pleasurable. When the fun goes out of play, most often so does the learning” ~Joanne Oppenheim
Your child may be coming home from his preschool classroom singing the songs he learned in Circle-time, or
describing what she did at Center-time or what book the teacher read during Read-aloud. Your children are
having fun and developing the skills that they will need in life. There are opportunities to practice
organizational skills, language and communication, pre-reading and pre-math, gross motor and eye-hand
coordination. Social/emotional skills such as the development of self-esteem, self-control, and conflict
negotiation are also practiced in a typical preschool day.
Now that the school year is coming to a close, we are looking forward to the warmer weather and playing
outside. The same skills that your child was learning through play in the classroom can be enhanced through
activities outdoors. The following excerpt from an article in Early Childhood News discusses the contributions
that outdoor play has on learning.
“The outdoors has something more to offer than just physical benefits. Cognitive and social/emotional
development is impacted, too. Outside, children are more likely to invent games. As they do, they're able to
express themselves and learn about the world in their own way. They feel safe and in control, which promotes
autonomy, decision-making, and organizational skills. Inventing rules for games (as preschoolers like to do)
promotes an understanding of why rules are necessary. Although the children are only playing to have fun,
they are learning:
 Communication skills and vocabulary (as they invent, modify, and enforce rules)
 Number relationships (as they keep score and count)
 Social customs (as they learn to play together and cooperate)
“Preschoolers learn much through their senses. Outside there are many different and wonderful things for
them to see (animals, birds, and green leafy plants), to hear (the wind rustling through the leaves, a robin's
song), to smell (fragrant flowers and the rain-soaked ground), to touch (a fuzzy caterpillar or the bark of a
tree), and even to taste (newly fallen snow or a raindrop on the tongue). Children who spend a lot of time
acquiring their experiences through television and computers are using only two senses (hearing and sight),
which can seriously affect their perceptual abilities.”
Too much screen time can have a negative effect on the cognitive, communication, motor,
and social/emotional skills that are developing in your young children. Take away the tablet,
turn off the TV, open the screen door and… GET OUTSIDE AND PLAY!
http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/earlychildhood/article_view.aspx?ArticleID=275
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/behind-online-behavior/201604/what-screen-time-can-really-dokids-brains
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/feb/01/toddler-brains-research-smartphones-damagesocial-development

TO OUR “TURNING 5” FAMILIES:
In May, the NYC Department of Education mailed two separate batches of School
Location Notices to families of Turning 5 students with finalized IEPs. A third mailing
will be sent out on June 14th. For those children who were referred for an evaluation
after March 1st, you will be notified throughout the summer, as students’ IEPs are
finalized. The notice is printed on green paper and includes details about your child’s
recommended program, services, and school location. It also explains who to contact if
you want to discuss the appropriateness of the Committee’s recommendations or have
questions in regard to information contained in the notice.
We are available over the summer to assist you during your child’s transition to
Kindergarten. Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time with your questions,
comments or concerns.
Congratulations on your child’s many achievements and best wishes during
the coming year as your child begins a new journey!

Early Literacy: A Different Approach
Literacy is most commonly understood as reading and writing. But
before children can read and write, they need to learn about
sounds, words, language, books and stories. You, as a parent, have
a vital role in helping your child with early literacy development:
the foundation for doing well at school, socializing with others, developing
independence, managing money and working.
Before your child learns to read and write, she needs to develop the building
blocks for literacy – the ability to speak, listen, understand, watch and draw. She
will also need to learn about the connection between letters on a page and spoken
sounds. For this to happen, she needs plenty of experience with: pictures and
objects – how you can use words to talk about them; letters and words – their
shapes, sounds and names; sounds – how words can rhyme, begin and end with
the same letters, be broken up into parts like syllables, be formed by blending
different sounds; and rhythm – the cadence of speech.
The language experiences that children have before they start school form
powerful brain connections. These connections are used for language,
thinking and understanding. Without activities like talking, singing and
reading, the brain doesn’t develop these important connections.
Back-and-forth communication with your baby helps to develop her ability to
speak, listen and understand as she gets older. When you imitate the sounds
your baby makes, it encourages two-way conversation and helps your child learn
words and build language skills. Speak more slowly, let your voice rise and fall,
and repeat and emphasize words.
Rhyming, singing, chanting, oral story telling are all ways to encourage early
literacy development through listening and speaking rather than just reading and
writing. In order to learn basic literacy skills such as how words look and sound, a
child first needs to learn how to differentiate between sounds, rhythms, and oral
patterns of speech. Rhyming word games, chanting names and objects into
syllables, tongue twisters, made-up nonsense rhymes, rhyming books and poems
can be incorporated into daily routines in ways that are fun for both you and your
child. In this way we can help our children learn about auditory discrimination,
how language works, the rhythm of language, how to make predictions, while at
the same time encouraging creativity and imagination in an enjoyable, childfriendly approach to learning. Have fun!

Parent to Parent of NYS is a parent driven not for profit organization
whose mission is to connect and support families of individuals with special
needs. They are hosting a variety of webinars listed below. For more
information and registration, contact: Shannon McCracken 716-675-0239
A Guide for Families to Understanding Supports & Services Administered by
OPWDD, Monday, June 12, 6:00- 7:30PM
Medicaid Service Coordination for Families – Getting the Most from
Your Child’s Program, Thursday, June 15, 11:00-12:00PM
Loss, Grief, and Adjustment for Parents of Children with Special
Needs, Monday, July 10, 5:00-6:30 PM
Preventing Parent Burnout for Parents of Children with Special
Needs, Wednesday, July 12, 1:00-2:00 PM

Activities and Events
Every Wednesday, June 7- July 12, Respite
Group for 4-7 year olds, Topic: Building
Friendships, A unique opportunity for children with
disabilities to engage with peers and build better
communication and meaningful friendships. Person
Centered Care Services, 150 Granite Ave, 3:006:00pm. Either OPWDD eligibility and approval for
respite services required or pay fee of $25 per
session. Contact Andrea Brognano, 718-370-1088
X271.
Wednesday, June 14, Workshop for Parents,
NYPL-Huguenot Branch, 4:00-5:30pm “What Will
Our Children’s Future Look Like?” Presented by
ECDC staff member Dolores Reig.
Thursday, June 15, Workshop for Parents,
NYPL-New Brighton Branch, 12:00-2:00pm “How
To Talk So Children Will Listen.” Presented by
ECDC staff member Dolores Reig.
Friday, June 16, S.I. Developmental Disabilities
Council (SIDDC) June Council Meeting, Topic:
Care Coordination- Changes to Medicaid Service
Coordination, presented by Joann Lamphere,
Deputy Commissioner of Person Centered Supports
for NYS OPWDD, 930 Willowbrook Rd, building
41A, 9:30-11:30am, contact SIDDC 718-983-5276.
Friday, June 23, IEP Training Workshop, Person
Centered Care Services, 1:00-4:00pm, 150 Granite
Ave. The training will provide an overview of the IEP
process and rules, instructed by Michael Gilberg,
Special Education and Disability Attorney. Contact
Katie Nikosey 718-370-1088 X257
Families on the Move NYC, Parenting Classes
Fridays, June 23-Sept. 8, 10:00-12:00pm NYPLMariner’s Harbor Branch, 206 South Ave.
Mondays, July 10-Aug. 14, 6:00-8:00pm
Gerard Carter Center, 230 Broad St.
Registration required, Free admission,
Contact Shawana Wright 347-682-4871
Tuesday, June 27, Webinar- “Using iPad
Applications to Promote Communication in
Individuals with Autism”, presented by Eden II
Programs, 12:00-1:00pm, Register online at
www.eden2.org, Registration $15
Thursday, June 29, Boardwalk Bash 2017,
sponsored by Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis &
SIUH Northwell Health. Meet representatives from
numerous community agencies providing health
services for families. Midland Beach (btwn Hunter
and Jefferson Ave.), 10:00-1:00pm, Free admission.
Wishes of Literacy offers “Summer of Learning
Fun” Programs, for Pre-K and KG ages, Fun &
engaging programs using Orton-Gillingham based
multisensory techniques to introduce children to
letters, letter sounds, and handwriting. For more
information contact Wishes of Literacy 3974 Amboy
Rd. suite. 302, SI, NY 10308, 718-554-4588

